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Dear Fifth Grader,

Have you ever received some really awesome news that made you smile from ear to ear and jump around in excitement? I sure have! That news came on the 
day that I was told I would be your teacher this year! 

My name is Mrs. Melissa Travaglini and I am thrilled to begin our journey together in fifth grade! This will be my 7th year teaching 5th grade at Doyle! Prior to 
that, I taught 3rd grade in State College, Pennsylvania. When I am not at school, I enjoy spending time with my family! Last November, my husband and I welcomed our first
child – a baby boy! We named him JJ! JJ will be 9 months old at the end of August! He is just so cute and a ball of energy! He loves crawling around, pulling up on things, 
and exploring EVERYTHING! JJ certainly keeps us busy and on our toes! When I’m not chasing JJ around, I enjoy reading, cooking, and cheering on Penn State and Philadelphia 
sports teams. Throughout the year, I’ll share lots of stories about my family and our adventures with you!

In just a few weeks, I hope to learn more about you! What are your interests? What does your family like to do? How do you spend your time outside of school? 
What things make you really excited? What things make you nervous? The year ahead of us is a blank canvas and I can’t wait to paint a picture together with you! 

Academically, you will be learning many new and exciting things thing year. In RELA (Reading and English Language Arts), we will get to explore a brand-new 
program called, myView! I’ve been learning lots about it over the summer and it looks great! We will get to read so many cool books together this year! Then we will use 
what we have read, to help develop our skills as writers! I can’t wait to explore myView together with you! In math, you will continue to build upon your math skills and 
learn new math strategies. Keep strengthening your math facts for this year! In social studies we will explore our nation’s history. If you’re not a “history person”, I’ve accepted 
the challenge to change that in you this year! In science, one of my favorite subjects, we will inquire, investigate, and get messy during our experiments! To do this awesome 
learning, you will have your own individual laptop to help you collaborate, share, explore, learn and innovate! I hope you are as excited as I am to kick-off this great school 
year!

As you continue to enjoy your summer in the upcoming weeks, I encourage you to take some time to write about some of the special moments you are 
experiencing, or things that you are grateful for. Maybe you could even start a list or take a picture during those memorable moments. We can use these ideas in your writing 
this year; write them down so you don’t forget! On my list, I think I will include playing with JJ on the beach in Seaside Park, New Jersey,  fireworks at Lake George, having a 
sleepover with my nieces and nephews from Zionsville, Indiana, and cruising in our Jeep with the top down!

Most importantly, I hope you have been enjoying some great books this summer! I have been a reading machine these past couple of weeks – I hope you have 
been reading just as much! In our new reading program, we will have lots of time for “Book Clubs” where we get to read books of your choice! So, I’ll need lots of 
recommendations from you for which books to read! But, in order to get those books, we will need money! So, be sure to complete and return your Summer Reading 
Challenge Checklist on the first day of school so our classroom can win the money to buy books for our Book Clubs!

I hope you enjoy your last couple days of summer and are ready to dive into fifth grade! As you prepare for the first day of school, remember trying your best, 
working hard, being responsible, and having fun while learning are the most important jobs of a fifth grader! We are going to have a great year together! I can’t wait to meet 
you!

Love,
Mrs. Travaglini
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